
Personal Statement - Lily Smith 

I have long been interested in design. My father was a furniture designer and my mother is an 
architectural designer. My childhood, spent in workshops and building sites, gave me a strong 
sense of the built environment and the necessity to provide people with products and 
dwellings that are environmentally sound. 

My bachelor of arts was obtained from The Evergreen State College, a progressive, 
interdisciplinary, liberal arts institution. At the start sustainable design was the focus, followed by 
intensive study into furniture design and photography. I researched sustainable design and 
passive building techniques as well as developing my fabrication skills, creating numerous 
pieces of furniture along with lamps, a croquet set and wooden clogs. 

After receiving my BA, I began working in residential construction. This work gave me a greater 
understanding of how buildings are formed from site to completed structure. After a year and a 
half, I put my skills to the test by building a small cabin. 

For this project, I built a 12ft x 12ft cabin with a loft; I completed all aspects of the design and 
build, except for electrical and plumbing, where I assisted the tradesmen. In addition, I made all 
the furniture and shelving. Designing a small space is a challenge. However, by the appropriate 
use of glazing, and a neutral color pallet offset by the use of reclaimed Douglas Fir, resulting in a 
clean but warm atmosphere. I broadened my understanding of the pivotal ways interior design 
can address the complexity of creating well functioning spaces. This can be done by 
manipulating volumes, heights, light and surface material choices to affect the intrinsic feel of a 
building while keeping in mind environmental aspects such as lighting, heating, and cooling. 

I recently spent six months in Ireland participating in a variety of volunteer work, learning 
traditional building techniques for houses and a wooden boat, as well as learning to make 
knives. After living with people in a diverse range of homes, and after completing my cabin, I 
gained a wider perspective on how people use space. 

My grandfather was from Glasgow and I have visited twice. The architecture and feel of the city 
are inspiring. I was delighted to find that an institution as highly regarded as The Glasgow 
School of Art offers a compelling program in interior design. From my research into the program 
I was intrigued to see that there is a balance of practical design projects and research-based 
study. Teaching from talented professors as well as from seminars and critiques will be useful in 
getting a diverse perspectives on issues. To delve deeper into theories and methods of current 
practitioners would be instrumental in my growth as a designer. I would be delighted to pursue 
interior design professionally, and for this, more study is a necessary next step. 

The relationship between people, buildings and objects fascinates me; interior architecture 
encompases these subjects. As can be seen from my portfolio I have already started to 
experiment with ideas of space and structure. I am self-motivated and self-directed, allowing me 
to follow through and realize my vision. This background will serve me as a masters student 
where I plan to complete ambitious projects and broaden my design sensibilities to create 
spaces that are healthy for people and the environment. 

To be offered the opportunity to study at The Glasgow School of Art would be an honor. 


