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Bothy
Self-built cabin located in Olympia, Washington

After completing college and working for a year as a 
builder/carpenter I decided to put my ideas and skills to the test 
by building a cabin. 

The design is oriented to the south to gain as much solar heat as 
possible while excluding any glazing on the North to reduce heat 
loss. By using a substantial amount of glazing and a neutral color 
pallet the interior feels much more open than you would expect 
for a structure of its size. 

All of the exposed wood for the interior was reclaimed from a 
demolished garage dating to the 1930s. Instead of trimming out 
around the windows I opted to plaster and create a slight 
curvature to the edges, this allowed more light to enter and 
produced a softer atmosphere. In a small space storage is key, 
this resulted in high shelves and cupboards under the bench in 
the main area, as well as under the first step of the ladder. In 
addition to designing and building the structure, I made all of the 
furniture, shelving, and wooden light fixtures. 

August 2016 - March 2017
240 square feet 
Ground Floor 12ft x 12ft, Loft 8ft x 12ft, Height 16ft





In a small structure every bit of space must be used well. 
Pictured here are shelves for dishes and food storage built 
into the wall between the stud bays. In between the rafters 
is a small shelf to hold spices and other dried goods. Bits of 
wood for furniture making are stored in the wall next to the 
bench (previous page), while shorter pieces are stored in 
two cubbys next to the ceiling in the entry.
 
On the previous pages you can see under the stairs is 
shelving as well as drawers made with baskets from an IKEA 
shelving system. At the bottom of the stairs is a cubby to 
hold household maintenance items such as paint, cleaners 
and tools.

Previous Page
Left: Bothy just after completion
Center: Stairs to the loft with under 
counter shelving
Right: Cubby bench with wood storage

This page
Left: Entry with bench and storage
Center: Studio
Right: Kitchen overview



Left: West wall with Honey Lamp

Right: East wall with clothing storage 
and opening to downstairs

Even on the greyest of days this room has a 
bright but soft atmosphere. The walls are slightly 
textured from the plaster work creating a 
diffused glow. In addition the light coming 
through the windows on the south face shines 
down the stairway to aid it illuminating the 
ground floor.



Lighting 
Good lighting is critical to building 
and interior design. In terms of 
natural light there is ample glazing 
along the east, south and west 
faces. The bedroom loft receives 
soft morning light from being 
partially shaded by trees while in 
the afternoon it receives generous 
illumination from the south east, 
this makes it a pleasant 
environment to be in as well as 
heats the space for the evening. 
The lamp to the right is made of 
red and yellow Cedar, cut thin 
enough for the grain to be slightly 
transparent. The bottom is covered 
with vellum to soften the direct 
light while the top is open to 
illuminate the ceiling. The lamp to 
the left is made of the leftover 
tongues and grooves from a dining 
table I made out of old decking.

Left: Remnant Light, 2013
Reclaimed Fir, 12in x 12in x 10in
Right: Honey Lamp, 2015
Cedar, 12in x 12in x 10in



An Argument for the Sawdust 
Solo Show at Salon Refu Gallery in Olympia, WA
July - August 2015

After graduating from The Evergreen State College in June 2015 I exhibited a solo show at 
Salon Refu Gallery in downtown Olympia, WA. Originally intended as a weekend pop up 
show, it was extended through the summer once the gallery owner attended the opening. 
This show brought together all my work from throughout college along with work from other 
disciplines. It had furniture, lamps, bags, and drawings along with other objects such as 
wooden clogs, coat hangers, and a croquet set. 

It was also an opportunity to show off twelve large frames made for a photography 
exhibition of large scale portraits I had taken earlier in the year. Each frame had a different 
profile, some were made with tools such as routers or a table saw, others were hand carved. 
In addition, stationery I designed was for sale with drawings inspired by my furniture.

This Page:
Credenza with Twelve Drawer Chest, frame and the remnants of stationary 



Credenza
For my final project at college I 
decided to explore joinery further 
with spline joints on all the drawers 
and the carcass. The drawer slides 
are reclaimed mahogany along 
with the splines. The back is sheet 
steel set in and fastened.

2015
Reclaimed Fir, Reclaimed 
Mahogany + Steel 
72in x 18½in x 28in



Bar Cabinet
Made mostly out of reclaimed Fir, 
rebated to allow for inserting 
aluminum t-bars which were then 
fastened together with screws. This 
piece is put together entirely with 
fasteners pushing my skills in making 
a solid wood piece of furniture 
without a drop of glue. I also learned 
to mill aluminum. 

2013
Reclaimed Fir, Steel + Aluminum
33¾in x 17½in x 28in



Clogs

Looking to explore a more freeform 
project I decided to make wooden clogs 
in the winter of 2014. Designing 
something so nonlinear encouraged the 
use of tools I wouldn't have used 
otherwise. This was a welcome detour 
from the work I had been making at the 
time. 

2014
Maple, Leather + Metal Finishings
10in x 4in x 4½in

Photograph by Demri Rosekrans



Seating
Left: Slat Back Chairs, 2013
Reclaimed Fir + Steel, 18in x 16in x 33in
Right: Barstool, 2012
Reclaimed Fir + Steel, 12in x 12in x 24in

In this series I was experimenting  using mechanical fasteners and interlocking joints. 
I was interested in creating furniture that could be flat packed for easier mobility. All 
of the wood is reclaimed Fir from a warehouse in Olympia’s port district. Due to the 
fact that the wood was reclaimed there are old nail holes and insect tracks. Instead 
of covering these up, I decided to showcase their originality by filling with a mixture 
of epoxy, sawdust and ink to create black accents to the warm tones of the wood.



Dining Table
The legs are held on with carriage 
bolts, which can be easily removed, 
along with the aprons which are held 
on with just a few screws. The 
dimensions make it great for 
transportation, fitting flat inside my 
Volvo 240 Wagon.

2012
Reclaimed Fir + Steel
72in x 35in x 31¾in 



Stitched work
 
In addition to building and furniture, sewing has been an 
interest of mine. With a strong commitment to using 
materials thoughtfully, the canvas for these pieces is from 
repurposed futon covers while the leather is from scrap 
pieces left over from a tannery in Portland, Oregon.   

Top Left
Tennis Canvas, 2015
14in x 18in x 9in

Bottom Left
Project bag, 2018
14in x 12in x 8in

Center 
Day Bag, 2016
10in x 6in x 10in

Top Right
Potholders, 2018
Various sizes

Bottom Right 
Weekender, 2014
22in x 9in x 12in

Left
Apron, 2018
22in x 36in



Rocinante
Rocinante is a mobile tool trailer built for 
members of the Olympia community 
experiencing homelessness. After our team met 
with people from Camp Quixote, a group 
founded to help people experiencing 
homelessness, we decided to build a mobile 
tool trailer so that they would have a way to 
transport tools to sites around town in order to 
do landscaping and small building work.  The 
trailer is equipped with drawers and cubbies to 
house tools. There is also a built-in workbench 
and side panels which open up to provide a 
covered work area. I worked on the design and 
build of the trailer, interfaced with members of 
Camp Quixote, and did much of the fundraising 
for the project.

2011
Building Materials
8ft x 4ft x 8ft

Group Project



Works on Paper
A selection of paper products, including a 
poster, postcard and individual cards from 
stationary sets. The designs are taken from line 
drawings of my furniture. 

Left: Poster from An Argument for the Sawdust 
Top Center: Bothy postcard invitation 
Top Right: Credenza card and envelope
Bottom Right: Chair card and envelope 
Bottom Center: Stool card and envelope


